Pre-conference: The Intimate Marriage

R.C. Sproul Jr. 

Jesus’ calling—not just to die, but to sanctify her, to wipe away every blot and blemish

Jesus died for sinners, but what has been doing for the past 2000 years?

· Yes, He is doing more than purifying—Psalm 110 Language of dominion

· Jesus is making his enemies his footstools

· Bringing all things under His dominion

· He is purifying His bride

· Ephesians 5:28

· Loving the wife as his own body

· (Bigger than just bringing a check home)

· The only way to get the intimacy is not to begin with it

· The world’s way: two people focusing on each other

· Two ticks and no dog 

· Lots of closeness…but both will die soon enough

· Vital principles to understand

· You will never do this unless you see it as the very center of your calling—this is your life’s work (your wife’s sanctification)

· Your sanctification and her sanctification are one

· He who loves his wife loves himself

· Oneness is in the context of sanctification

· Wives will reflect their husband

· Just as the bride of Christ reflects her husband

· Her sins will often be a reflection of yours

· But it works both ways

· Pray for her

· The serpent’s goal is to get us not to believe the Bible

· What do you worry about at night/think about during the day?

· The biblical foundation for marriage is to look outside ourselves
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Ephesians 5

· Marital counseling must be rooted in Scripture 

· The institution of marriage is founded in marriage

· The Bible is not a handbook on marriage, but it is God’s revelation to sinful men 

· On what to believe about marriage and how to conduct ourselves within marriage

· His Word must trump whatever anyone else says

· To help couples detox (in gravest sense of the word) from wrong views on marriage 

· Before you can lay a foundation, you must remove the rotten one

· 3 sources that inform people

· The examples of good or bad marriage (like their parents)

· A good thing if you have godly parents, but the model for marriage is not a good human marriage

· Sometimes a couple will look at a bad marriage to see what not to do

· The marriages people read about

· As a pastor, do not make your marriage and family the primary model, even though you should be a good example—don’t put them in a fishbowl 

· Pundits of pop culture

· At the end of the day, it is not Oprah or Dr. Laura who provide us the model for marriage

· Personal emotions and expectations

· There are few things that Americans love more than their own feelings

· We allow our fallen emotions to dictate what a good emotions are

· When ads say “say it with a gift/card/ring/candle-lit dinner”—this gives people wrong expectations or ideals of what love and romance is 

Observation/overview

· When we talk about “intimate marriage,” it is redundancy 

· Marriage is intimate, and not just intimate, but the ultimate experience of human intimacy

· To be a part of the body of Christ is to be in an intimate relationship with God

· If intimacy is lacking, 

· You have failed to understand marriage according to the Bible

· You have failed to understand your role according to the Bible

· Not just about negligees and nights out

· Premarital sex is faking intimacy, faking commitment

· The intimate marriage is not something at the end of the rainbow. It is the beginning of the beautiful and intimate relationship 

Context for the exhortations of v. 22-33

· What Paul is addressing here goes under the category of sanctification

· It is not just a marriage seminar

· In the first two chapters, he expounds the grace of Christ

· Election, regeneration, reconciliation, life with Christ

· Based on these, 4:1 walk worthy of the calling

· V17 He reminds the readers how God’s transforming grace differentiates them from the gentiles

· Reason: Calling and grace

· Resources: 

· The ministry of God’s Word

· V11 pastor-teachers, fellowship of the saints

· Indwelling Holy Spirit (v.30)

· Ch4 Be imitators of God as dear children, language of walking

· In love

· As children of light

· Circumspectly (in wisdom)

· Beginning in 4:1 he exhorts Christians in sanctification

· Our relating to God is seen in the context of human relationships

· Husband/wife

· Parent-child

· Employer/employee

· Elsewhere governor/governed

· In these we live out our new relationship with God

· You don’t have to be married to be sanctified, but your marriage will contribute to your sanctification

Underviews of these two things

3 thoughts

1. In marriage, we are responding and relating to God and His gift of His saving grace

a. In marriage the unbeliever suppresses the truth of God in unrighteousness 

2. Just like other relationships, we either properly or improperly reflect Christ in this fallen and watching world

a. God knew that it was impossible for you to submit the husband or love the wife as the church when He told it to you

b. The Holy Spirit is invoked in many ways, why not this?

c. He wants us to say “I can’t.” Then we can embrace grace

d. If all our righteousness is in Christ, it involves our responsibilities in marriage

e. We attempt to fix the marriage in our strength or in another fallen person’s strength

f. The Holy Spirit empowers us to put off the old man and put on the new within marriage through the instrumentality of the Word

g. Going to God for help with a closed Bible is not consistent with the Bible

h. A unique foretaste of the eternal bliss with the triune God

i. Food doesn’t have to taste good to benefit you, but god in His infitine goodness allows it to taste good—God could just tell us to enjoy Him, but on the way He has given us marriage relationships, in which he takes us to another level of bliss

j. When I married my wife, I married her because she was pretty…all the wrong reasons, but what God allows me to do as a husband is to see something in another human being if I did not have the example and mind of Christ. 

i. As good as it is, there is something better than marriage

k. Only one eternal marriage, the crucified lamb and His ransomed bride

l. Compare

i. I married a pretty woman, Christ married a harlot

ii. She had made profession of faith, we were dead in sin

iii. A proper understanding of marriage is Christocentric—cutting off even families, because they are one flesh, but I am speaking of Christ and His church

All marriage is intimate, the only question is how intimate and what is the basis

The basis of Christ’s is only His love and His blood 
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And Adam and Eve were naked and not ashamed

Today shame is still associated with nudity

· Bestseller Desmond Norris’ The Naked Ape

· “80 species of primate apes and only one wears artificial covering—homosapiens”

· No part of the animal kingdom wears clothes naturally

Why do we wear clothes? 

· We wear them to hide our nakedness

· The first conscious awareness of human guilt was nakedness

· And they knew that they were naked and were ashamed

· They hid and got fig leaves for covering

· Ever since, we have the desire to hide who we really are

· The first act of redemption

· That God did not slay Adam and Eve

· Instead, He made clothes for them

· Ever since, there has been a desire to be somewhere where we can be naked and unashamed

· God has provided that place, and it is marriage

· In addition to its immorality, it is abject foolishness why a woman would be naked and be where she is most vulnerable without the man having any commitment for her life and welfare

When the Bible uses the metaphor of nakedness, more is meant than a physical act

· Just as the word for sexual union is the word “to know”

Weird dating thing

· In preparation, he freshens up and all, wears his best, she wears her most provocative, and they really want to impress each other

· Will she really like me if I forget deodorant or if I didn’t get a good shave

· What will he think if he sees me without my hair up?

· A hide and go seek, finding out more and more

· They get married

· The removal of the mask can continue or you can build bigger barriers of concealment

· You must not go back into hiding, concealing you thoughts, emotions, prayers

· For a person to be fully involved in life, you have to leave the masquerade

50% of marriages end in divorce

What do you do when the one who knows you best rejects you?

As if they did not like what they found under the fig leaves

We will spend a ton of money and go great distances to get to graduate schools to learn English or history or music, but we will not walk across the living room to find out who our spouse is

The essence of living is to be a subject

What is terrible is being reduced to an object

Being stared at, gazed at, critiqued

If there is a God, our lives are a living hell, because beneath gaze of God, every spot is made known

Life under the gaze of an omniscience God is unbearable

We do not want God to look at us, but to overlook us

Know the person so well that they can be naked physically, emotionally, intellectually, in every way without fear because they are safe

Q/A

Missionary dating?
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· Relationships progress either to break-up or union

· Scripture is unambiguous about dating believers

· If you date an unbeliever you are saying, “However important my faith is to me, it’s not important enough to share it with the person with whom I am most vulnerable”

In light of Biblical submission to husbands and leaders

Who should the wife obey when there is a conflict?

· The church is the family of the families

· A court of appeals—appeal to the elders

The man cannot say, “If she is not love-able, then I do not have to love her,” just as a wife must not say, “If my husband is not a good leader, then I do not have to submit to him”

How do you interpret the text “husband of one wife”
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It is a clear rebuttal of polygamy (divorced men, widowers are ok)
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Not just polygamy, but against divorced men to be married

How big of a factor is looks?

· Ask yourself why. Where did you get that standard?

· But being honest, there must be appeal

· But our standard of beauty should not override other more important factors

· If you are a man, is this someone you are willing to give yourself for

· If you are a woman, is this someone you can follow

· If you aren’t content being single, you won’t find it in marriage

Try to picture your father marrying her mother…

